Pay It Forward Marion by Lishan, Stuart
OhiO State COllegeS/UnitS invOlved
Ohio State Marion
Department of English
College of Arts and Sciences
COmmUnity PartnerS invOlved
United Way of Marion
Pay It Forward Marion
COntaCt
StUart liShan
aSSOCiate PrOfeSSOr
dePartment Of engliSh
liShan.1@OSU.edU
Purpose
This project’s purpose is to promote civic 
engagement in at least six English courses 
ranging from beginner to advanced and to 
improve the local community through skill-based 
service and philanthropy.
Impact
Beginning writers apply their burgeoning 
research, writing, and rhetorical skills by 
examining community needs and developing 
fundraisers to increase available funds. 
Their findings and funds are passed along to 
intermediate writing students, who research 
and volunteer at local non-profit organizations, 
respond to the identified community needs, 
promote the PIFM project, and collect RFPs. 
Students in advanced classes receive these 
materials, analyze proposals, engage in more in-
depth research at the non-profits seeking funds, 
and create multimodal arguments about how to 
distribute the funds.
Over the two-year grant period, students 
will allocate over $10,000 in grants to the 
community. 
